
WPECANOE COUNT Y BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR MEETING 

APRIL 18, 2005 

The Tippecanoe County Commissioners met on Monday, April 18, 2005 at 10:00 A. M. in the Tippecanoe Room in the County Ofýce 
Building. Commissioners present were: President KD Benson, Vice President John L. Knochel, and Member Ruth B. Shedd. Also 
present were: Auditor Robert A. Plantenga, Commissioners’ Assistant Jennifer Weston, County Attorney David W. Luhman, and 
Secretary Pauline E. Rohr. 

President Benson called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

APPROVAL OF WUYFS 

0 Commissioner Knochel moved to approve the minutes of the April 4, 2005 Regular Meeting and the April 14, 2005 Special 
Meeting, seconded by Commissioner Shedd; motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PA YABLE VOUCHERS 

Commissioners' Assistant Weston recommended approval of the Accounts Payable Vouchers through April 18, 2005 with no 
exceptions. However, Auditor Plantenga questioned the following travel reimbursement claims that don't follow the County's Travel 
Policy: 

James Doyle $8.83 

Auditor Plantenga explained that Mr. Doyle submitted this claim with a credit card receipt for the March 21, 2005 meeting but 
withdrew it because he was told that, without an itemized receipt, it did not comply with the County's Travel Policy. Auditor 
Plantenga pointed out that Mr. Doyle attended the same conference as Maureen Coomey whose claim the Commissioners' approved 2 
- 1 at the March 21St meeting. 

Commissioner Shedd questioned how far the Commissioners should go with the policy. Commissioner Knochel responded he thinks if 
it is veriýed by others in the department that the individual did attend, did eat, a credit card receipt is presented, it should be approved. 

Darlene Blackburn $125.00 
Debra McDole $125.00 
Jan Payne $125.00 
Nancy Moore $125.00 

Auditor Plantenga reported that these four individuals attended a session of the Department of Local Government Finance Continuing 
Education Series and presented a claim for $25.00 per day with no receipts. It is his understanding they were unaware that receipts are 
required for reimbursement. In this instance the Department of Local Government Finance speciýed in a letter certifying their 
attendance that any assessing ofýcial who attends this session is 

"entitled to receive a mileage allowance and the per diem as set by the county in which the ofýcial resides, under the travel 
rules of the county". 

Auditor Plantenga said the County's Travel Policy states that receipts are required. 

"Meal reimbursements will be provided to an employee if travel extends past one calendar day. The reimbursement will be 
the lessor of a $25.00 per diem or the actual meal receipts. 

For travel that extends more than a day, the employee will be entitled to a per diem of a maximum of $25.00 per day. 
Receipts must be presented and the reimbursement will be the lesser of the receipt total of $25.00. Exceptions to the per 
diem policy are those speciýed in the Indiana Code. No reimbursement of tips or alcohol will be allowed. " 

County Assessor Nancy Moore stated the State used to pay a $25.00 per diem. She said the Assessors were not aware of the change in 
policy by the State or what the County required until they returned from the recent sessions without receipts. Mrs. Moore noted the 
Assessors' 2004 claims were paid and they were submitted the same way as these. 

Commissioner Knochel said the letter from the DLGF certifying their attendance at the session is enough documentation for him to 
approve the claims. Auditor Plantenga asserted there is no way to tell how much they spent on meals and thinks the Travel Policy 
should be changed since we are not abiding by it. In his opinion, if the Commissioners follow the Travel Policy, these claims should 
not be paid. Commissioner Shedd said it isn't fair to pay nothing since the Commissioners know they were in attendance. County 
Assessor Moore asked why their claims were paid before when they were submitted the same way. Auditor Plantenga was unsure 
when the Travel Policy was amended to add receipts as a requirement but said the County used to pay $25.00 per day with no receipts 
required. ' 

President Benson argued the Travel Policy is clear, the State is clear, and the Commissioners should follow the Policy and not pay the 
vouchers. 

Commissioner Knochel said he is willing to approve the vouchers but he is also willing to examine our Travel Policy. 

0 Commissioner Shedd moved to approve the vouchers as submitted with the exception of the Assessors' which will be paid at half 
the amount and from here forward, the Auditor should bring such issues to the Commissioners' attention prior to the meeting, and 
the Commissioners should stick to the Travel Policy. 

Commissioner Knochel asked why approve at half. Commissioner Shedd responded because the Commissioners know they attended 
and that they ate. She does want to pay all because there is a Travel Policy in place. However, because some department heads are 
unaware of it, the Policy needs to be brought to their attention and enforced. 

0 Commissioner Shedd's motion died for lack of a second. 

0 Commissioner Knochel's motion to approve the vouchers as submitted died for lack of a second. 

0 President Benson moved to approve the vouchers as submitted with the exception of the Assessors' and Jim Doyle's. 








